Transcript of an Interview with Glen Thain: Stone Mason at Arthur Jary and Sons Funeral Directors.

My name is Glen Thain, I am a stone Mason, and I work for Arthur Jary and Sons Ltd. I have worked here for 27 years, on and off.

A typical day involves meeting customers, letter cutting, sand blasting, and fixing memorials.

The company has changed since I have been working here – the number of staff in my department has dropped from 5 to 2 people, and the technology has become a lot easier for us to use. We have also got better equipment for lifting, so we don’t have to lift so much ourselves!

When I first started, there was no sandblasting equipment; it was all done by hand using a pantograph machine, which copies a template. I was taught by a man who retired just after I joined, but stayed on a further three years to teach me. I also went to Bath Technical College on and off through that three year period, but most of the trade was learnt onsite, I just picked up certain skills. If you have that little bit of artistic flair, it makes things that little bit easier.

An 80-letter inscription takes, by hand, a day and a half to complete. Firstly, if we are using marble, we will use a brick dye, so we can see the lettering, marking it out with a pencil. Then, we cut out the letters with a hammer and chisel. Then, it is drilled and filled with lead.

I enjoy everything about my job – I wouldn’t be doing it if I didn’t enjoy it! I am happy with my career as it is progressing.

